BAPTISM OF THE LORD

January 10, 2021

As you all know by now, I am a news junkie …

When I worked in radio it was perfect … 

· I could read several newspapers a day (get my fix AND get paid for it)

· I was able to interview the movers and shakers of the province and city first hand … and ask those questions which many of us WANT to ask – but never get the opportunity TO ask.

When I left that field … for this one … my daily intake of news was reduced immensely.  I didn’t have the time (or the money) to read several papers a day …. And was no longer invited to press conferences, or one on one meetings with the Premier or the Mayor.

It was the ultimate withdrawal ….

But thanks to the Internet and CNN and Newsworld, I have found a new source for my news habit. It can be rewarding (the Web and 24 hours news keeps me on top of any and all  news stories). But it can also be troubling … because some of the things I  come across are disturbing… and in some cases it sounds more like The Enquirer than real news.

Like the story on the Religion Channel News: 

It started with 3  questions:

1 - What is the LONGEST chapter in the Bible?

(psalm 119 - it has 176 verses)

2 - What's the SHORTEST chapter in the Bible?

(Psalm 117 - 2 verses)

3 - What's the EXACT CENTER chapter of the whole Bible?


(Psalm 118)

It was then pointed out that ...

There are 594 chapters BEFORE Psalm 118

There are 594 chapters AFTER Psalm 118

If you add 594 and 594 - you get 1188 

(two ones two eights)

Any guesses as to what the exact center VERSE is in the Bible ???They counted them all --- and it turns out that it is Psalm 118:8 (two ones - two eights)

They concluded that because it is found in the GEOGRAPHIC center, and because it is the NUMERICLY  central verse, that it MUST be the key to the whole Bible … the one thing that God is trying to tell us

The verse reads …. 

Psalm 118:8

It is better to trust in the Lord, 



than to put your confidence in man.

And while I agree with the verse, and might even agree that it is one of the key building blocks of our faith 

          ....  I disagree with the formula they used to get there. 

But there are many other stories like that (and I usually get 2 or 3 emails a day with some of them from mailing lists or well meaning parishioners, or some reading these as facts and wondering if I’d heard this “new doctrine”). And while the underlying message is good --- it’s the logic and the process that troubles me (because it suggests that there is some secret formula in figuring out God’s message to us – his will for us).

Another news story that I found particularly disturbing was on my local news a few years ago.

The news anchor introduced the story by saying 

something like “While Baptism is a special day for every 

family .. today was an extra special baptism day for a 

Brantford family” ….

My ears perked up, partly because they used the actual 

word “Baptism”(rather than christening), partly because 

they never show baptisms of the news, but also because 

I’d never seen The Celebration of Baptism of The Lord 

mentioned on the news before.

I still haven’t ….

What made this baptism special for this family … was that the baby was baptized by an Elvis impersonator. The story had pictures of the baptism … and action shots of Elvis  Priestly (the name he uses) baptizing the baby.

The reporter explained that this Elvis is a priest of the Independent Anglican Church in Church … mumbled the 

Independent part --- but clearly annunciated Anglican. 

(And in the days that followed, you would not believe the number of people who asked me if we could book Father Elvis for our next Baptism???)

Before you ask …. NO !!!!

The independent Anglican Church is  a Breakaway Group 

(with quite some history …. ) and that Anglican Church 

and our Anglican Church are not interchangeable.

What gets me about both these stories …. Is how 

selective the information is that’s being delivered … which 

affects what the audience is hearing (and interpreting).

YES --- Psalm 118:8 is the geographic center of the Bible. 

But its not the only verse. There are thousands 

before it and thousands after it ….. why focus on this 

one, just because its in the middle. It would be like saying 

that because the exact Geographic Center of Canada is 

somewhere along the western shore of Hudson’s Bay, that 

that is what all of Canada is like.

And while having an Elvis impersonator baptize you may 

be entertaining (and I suppose it is – especially for those 

who may like his music), Baptism is about commitment, 

and responsibility and faith --- not about sequined jump 

suits and blue suede shoes.

I guess I’m on a personal soap box here – 

Because I think the greatest thing challenging our ability to 

share our faith with others is that  30-second newsclip 

mentality, that our society seems to possess.

We can’t compete with it.  We are the product of 

thousands of years of history …. Before Jesus – during his 

lifetime – and from then on. 

(how can you condense that ??)

As individuals, our lives have been shaped by that history (and by the people with whom we have shared that history), and we have been linked to Jesus through his Baptism, and our own.

A Baptism we recall today ---

And we haven’t been given a 30 second newsclip to tell 

others what all that has meant to us or to our family, or 

even to this congregation … we have been given a lifetime. 

And we are called to use every minute of that lifetime 

· every opportunity and encounter

· every word that we speak

· every thought we think

· every action that we take

 … to SHOW others that it means something.
