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We (and I'm talking about humans here) have a special
knack for messing with “The Kingdom of God” by trying
to impose human reason and standards...and when we're
finished - and creation and our lives are in a shambles at
our feet, we look to god and say "why did you do this?"

It started in the garden of Eden, at the moment of
creation.

The world was crafted out of the chaos that had existed,
and filled with a variety of life-forms. God blessed the
human creatures with the gifts of thought, reason, and
free-will , in the hopes that we would choose to follow
him (for followers who have chosen to be followers are
much more sincere and meaningful than followers who
have had no choice at all - or were programmed to be
followers).

Life in the garden of Eden was wonderful. Our every need
was met -- we had no worries and no problems, and only
one rule: "avoid the tree in the center of the garden".
We didn't really have to work - we were there to watch
and enjoy and revel in the splendour of God's
creation.......but then along came our discontent. We
weren't satisfied -- we wanted more -- we wanted to be
like God -- so we stepped over the boundary -- we ate
the fruit from the tree of good and evil -----the tree we
had been instructed to avoid.



And as soon as we did this // as soon as we broke the
rule// chaos crept back into our world........later in the
desert, after we'd escaped from Egypt and outran
Pharoah and were within reach of the promised land,
God gave us 10 commandments. Not ten laws that said
"do this or else" , but ten laws that said "I am your God...I
have proven that to you time and time again...this is how
you (as God's people) should live your lives ... This is how
you ought to treat your God and each other." :

- love the Lord your God with all that you are and all that
you have.
- love each other as I have loved you.
- keep yourself open to the greatness and vast power of
God, and do not try to limit God by trying to define god,
or by making an image of god.

No sooner had Moses shared these laws with the people
-- they were up building a golden image to worship....and
in doing so were turning farther and farther away from
god. Breaking not only the laws God had given - but the
principles behind them.

Israel was being unfaithful to God (the one who had
forged a relationship with them):

- forming a visible thing/image/idol to worship (which
denies the undefinable nature of God).
- an impersonal object (which rejects the personal/active
nature of the relationship with God).



- an image which was crafted out of forced offerings
("Aaron told them to give up their gold and jewellery to
melt down for this") --which denied people the
opportunity to make a free-will offering to God.

*************************

It seems as if we have always had great difficulty being
content ... Being grateful for what we have...always
looking for the dark side of every blessing // never being
satisfied // wanting more and more (even when we have
it all).

Enter today's parable.

September was the month when grapes were harvested
in ancient Israel...having the harvest come due then
sometimes created a problem, for September was also
the month when the rainy-season began in Israel. If these
heavy torrential rains came before the harvest, the entire
crop could be ruined ... And so harvesting grapes often
became a race against time.

Consider this chain of events (which may or may not
have been the scenario Jesus had in mind when he told
todays parable).....in any case it will help us come to a
better understanding of this parable:

Picture a vineyard owner waiting until the last possible
minute to harvest his grapes (because the riper the
grapes are, the better they taste). One morning he wakes



up and sees that the sky is black with storm clouds...the
torrential rains are coming.....the owner runs to the
marketplace to hire worker to pick the grapes.

As the day progresses, the owner sees that the storm is
gaining on the workers so he goes back several more
times to hire more workers to pick the grapes before the
storm begins. >>>>> the owners efforts pay off , and he
gets his grapes harvested in time.

He is so happy that he decides to celebrate and pay all of
the workers a full days wage (even though some had only
worked a few hours).

Now if we were to read between the lines of the parable,
we could get the impression that the workers hired at
the start of the day did not work as hard as they could
have ... For it is surprising that an experienced owner
would miscalculate (so badly) the number of workers
needed for his harvest.....while on the other hand - the
owners decision to pay part-time workers a full days
wage (and to pay them before the other workers)
suggests that they worked extra hard -- so when the day-
long workers complained, the vineyard owner said to
them :

"I am not cheating you....didn't you agree to a days
pay?...are you now jealous because I am being generous
with my own money?"



**********************************************
********

Well why did Jesus tell this parable? What point was he
trying to make to the people of his time? Who were the
full-time workers and who were the part-time workers?

The part-time workers were the sinners and outcasts of
the day -- the people who heard what Jesus had to say
(changed their lives) and came into his fellowship. People
like:
- the thief on the good Friday cross, who repented at the
last minute and was saved.
- the prodigal son, who also changed his ways and was
welcomed home by his father.

The full-time workers were people like the pharisees.
People who got angry when sinners repented and were
forgiven for all they had done (no matter how
immoral)...people like the prodigal's older brother - who
hated to see his brother welcomed unconditionally by
their father. Jesus is really pointing to the full-time
workers and saying, "look how loving your God is to
those who really need his love -- now look at your own
lives and see how your lives lack that same love for
others."

One other point about the parable:

The part-time workers who were still standing idle in the
market place later that day were not lazy...they were in



the market because that is where labourers would gather
to find work. They would come early in the morning and
stay until late in the day, hoping someone would hire
them. Their lives were hard -- they lived day to day. If
they didn't get a job one day, their families wouldn't eat
the next. If a worker found a job in the morning, his
family would rejoice all day (as would he).

And so knowing this , we can see how lacking in love
these day-long workers were.....they were begrudging
some families their next days meal.
*********************

Time and time again God reaches out to
humanity...blessing us with life and goodness and gifts
and skill, and asking us to show that same unconditional
love for others.......and time and time again (throughout
history) we have rejected God / and God's message:
- because we wanted more
- because we wanted to "call the shots" "make the rules"
- because we couldn't see beyond ourselves.

The parable of the vineyard owner invites us to ask
ourselves about our attitudes towards the needy in our
world (and in our community). How sensitive are we to
their plight? But even more so it (and the other
scriptures today) asks us to consider how trusting we are
in God?

- can we trust in a God we cannot see or define ?



- a God who asks us to live a life which seems out of step
with the material world around us.
- a God who loves us (and continues to love us) even
when we turn away.

Someone once confided in me that they found it hard to
trust anyone … because of an experience many years
before in which trust had been broken. The actions of
that one person had condemned all others. But that
same person also said – They found it easy to trust in
God, because God had never let them down – that God
continued to be faithful and be with them in all things.

My prayer for each of us :
 is that we continue to trust in God,
 are able to see God at work in our lives and our

world in all things,
 and that we are able to show that same trust and

faithfulness in our lives, and with the people with
whom we share this journey.

AMEN.
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