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Welcome to St. John’s, Winona. Come right in, make yourself at home. Only you know

the reason why you came. We believe God is with us in this place. Each of us here

this morning is part of the family of God; or are we?

The Gospel reading for today implies that the church can be a messy political place. As

it was read, we listened to words that Jesus spoke, that can find their way into many of

our church meetings and gatherings. They speak for the need of special interactions

between church members. And the passage ends with Jesus promising to be with us

when we come together in Jesus name! What would that be like, to gather in His name?

What would that really mean to gather in Jesus name? There is probably a lot more

involved to that than we can imagine!

In this passage, Jesus is clearly instructing the church on its life together. This is a

classic example of the call to work together in response to the message of the Gospels.

Present in this reading is the implication that church members at times will disagree

with each other. Sound familiar? Bet it does. But as Jesus tells us, forgiveness of each

other is part of our life together in our church community, as well. Right at the end of

the Gospel reading, Jesus promises that God will work on our behalf whenever we

agree together and that Jesus himself will be with us whenever we gather together in

His name. These are powerful promises.

There are no explicit do’s and don’ts in this morning’s text, since the main purpose is to
instruct us. A hint of a must do is here however. It would be a clear word for the need

of Jesus, and a word of the Gospel would be a clear word of what God has done for us

in Christ. Neither is present in this reading.

Each of us are worshipping members of our faith community. It is us who need the

forgiveness of each other. We need to reconcile with each of those who disagree with

us or we with them. Jesus knew this when he was ostracized by those around him

because they did not want to listen or understand what he was saying. Truth hurts. We



need to share charity and forgiveness with and for each other. If the Christian

Fellowship is to survive the strains of human failure, it will because our risen Lord

sustains it.

Lord grant from day to day, in such a self forgetful way.

That even as we kneel to pray, our prayer will be for others!

May Jesus be with each and every one of us today and always. Amen.


